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SPECIAL POINTS 

OF INTEREST: 

● Upcoming Field Day 

● Local Team 

Competes at 
Envirothon 
Competition 

● Experience Earth 

Camp Review 

● 4-H Award Winners 

● Cover Crop Options  

● Join Our Team 

● Calendar of Events 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

2015 Farm Field Day 

OSU Extension Pickaway County &  

Pickaway Soil and Water Conservation 

August 26th from 10-3 

Registration will begin at 9:30 am 

Lunch will be served at 12 noon 

Topics to Be Discussed 

Calibrating your Manure Spreader 

Post Emerald Ash Borer Woodlot Options 

Pasture Walk and Q&A 

 More to come…. 

All programs, services and assistance provided by 

the Pickaway SWCD are available to everyone 
without regard to race, creed, color, handicap, 

sex, age, or national origin 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 

Pickaway Soil  and  

Water Conservation District 

Farm is located near 

the intersection of 

Rennick Road and US 

Route 62. Event 

entrance will be 

marked. 
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Local Students attend Area V Envirothon Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Envirothon is an exciting way for high school students to learn about the environment. It combines in-

class curriculum with hands-on field experiences. At the completion of the yearlong learning process Enviro-

thon Committees conduct a series of competitions where teams, consisting of five students (all from the same 

school), are tested on their knowledge of soils/land use, forestry, wildlife, aquatic ecology, and a current envi-

ronmental issue.  

One Pickaway County team from New Hope Christian Academy competed with 47 other teams from 

17 counties in the Area Five Envirothon on April 28 at Lake Hope in Vinton County. The Statesmen placed 

11th and scored extremely high for their first year competing. 

Special thanks to Julie Baumgardner and Joe Pohlman, advisors of New Hope team, for preparing the 

students for the competition. Advisors use the provided resource materials and their own libraries to prepare 

their students. This preparation takes extra time, but the advisors feel it is well worth their time to teach young 

adults about the environment. 

If you would like to get your school involved in next year’s competition contact Ashley Clark at 740-

477-1693. 

Pickaway SWCD Conservation News 
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2015 
Experience Earth Camp 

I would like to thank the 
following individuals, 

businesses, and 
organizations for their 
contribution to camp. 

EXPEREIENCE EARTH 
Camp would not be 

possible without your 
support! 

 
Wally Spence and Family 
Manon Van Schoyck-Ohio 

Nature Education 
Al Marietta- Camp Otyokwa 

Megan Seymour-US Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

Mary Skapof and Mark Dilley-
Mad Scientist and Associates 

Tawn Seimer, Lindsay 
Shaffer, Aaron Mosley and 

Doug Kohli-Pickaway SWCD 
Staff  

13 Adult & Teen Volunteers, 
Parents & Relatives 

  

 

Donations & Services 
received from: 

Operation Round Up-South 
Central Power 

Nancy’s Blankets 
Pheasants Forever 
The Savings Bank 

Farm Credit Mid-America 
DuPont 

Circleville Rotary 
Dickey-Beckley Team Realtors 

BPOE #77 
Pickaway Co. Ag Society 
Pickaway Co. Chamber of 

Commerce 
RPHF Solid Waste District 

Young’s Family Market 
  

41 campers enjoyed Experience Earth Camp held at the Mary 
Virginia Crites Hannan Park June 16-17. Pickaway County Soil and 
Water Conservation District’s Conservation Education Specialist-
Ashley Clark was the coordinator of this 2-day event. The camp is 

open to any Pickaway County student that has completed the 3rd or 
4th grade. Our goal is to provide participants with the opportunity to 

experience outdoor activities. Pickaway County residents are ex-
tremely lucky when it comes to areas that have been preserved or 

returned to its natural state.  
This year campers learned about Geo-Caching using hand 

held GPS units, Birds of Prey, Amazing Worms, Pollinators and 
about Wetlands. 

Each camper also received an EXPERIENCE EARTH Camp 
T-Shirt, water bottle and various educational handouts. 
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The Pickaway Soil and Water 
Conservation District’s 76th Annual 

Meeting and Supervisors Election will be 
held on November 5, 2015. The event will 

return to Emmett Chapel UMC with a 
fantastic meal and program. Watch for 

more information in the October edition of 
the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 
The 2015 Ag in the Classroom Day program sponsored by 
Pickaway Soil and Water and the Pickaway County Farm 

Bureau is two months away and we are looking for 
volunteers.  It takes several volunteers to make sure that 800 

students smoothly transition from station to station and 
become educated on the equipment and animals we are 

going to have outside!  
  

We also continue to need donations to assist in paying for 
the tents and other items necessary to put on this 

program.  If you have not donated yet and still would like to, 
please mail your check to: Pickaway Soil and Water 

Conservation District and they can be mailed to 110 Island 
Road, Suite D, Circleville, Ohio 43113 

 
Ashley Clark at 740-477-1693, Jan Shannon at 614-348-2996, 

or the Pickaway County Farm Bureau office at 740-474-6284. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 4-H Natural Resources Project Winners 
Pickaway SWCD supports the County 4-H Program by sponsoring 4-H projects at the Pickaway County Fair. 

Congratulations go out to Makayla Lange and Kenton Dresbach 2015 4-H Natural Resources Project winners.  Attend the District’s 

Annual Meeting on November 5th  to hear these outstanding young nature enthusiasts talk about  

their 4-H projects. 

Best Overall (Left) 

Makayla earned her award for her “Ohio Birds” project. 

Makayla said that she noticed a Baltimore Oriole at her 

grandmothers house and became interested in birds. 

Runner-Up Overall (Right) 

Kenton  received his award for his “Beekeeping project.” He 

became interested in Bees when he found out that he was allergic 

to them. 
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By Harold Watters, OSU Extension Field Agronomist 

Think before you attempt to plant your first cover crop this summer after wheat. Many of us planned to plant double-crop 

soybeans when we saw that wheat was maturing early, but after three plus weeks of rain we finally have our wheat har-

vested. It’s too late for double-crop soybeans to be planted but may be a good year for a cover crop. 

 

What are our cover crop options? 

 

I like to think in terms of grasses and broadleaf species. Further, I prefer to place a broadleaf crop ahead of next years 

corn and a grass crop ahead of soybean. It helps maintain my rotation and keeps pests for the next crop to a minimum. At 

a field day just this week, Ron Hammond pointed out that insects may find a home in your cover crop then decide to stay 

over and impact your next cash crop. I also want to find cover crop seed that is readily available locally, a crop that has 

local adaptability and maybe even a crop that locals have some experience with. 

 

This local adaptability would include species such as our forage legumes, oats even cereal rye. Red clover planted in 

March into standing wheat is a good traditional cover crop too. Consider also what your livestock might like to graze. 

 

Two possible cover crops that I have worked with in research trials in Ohio include annual ryegrass and winter pea, both 

ahead of corn. I worked two years with annual ryegrass before dropping that work but experimented with winter pea over 

a five-year period. 

 

My first year trial results may or may not be like yours but it is certainly possible to have a disaster when attempting to 

grow a new crop. My experience in 2006 was bad, mostly due to stand loss in corn after annual ryegrass. Those insects 

Ron was concerned about hit me — stalk borer, black cutworm and even meadow voles took out too many corn plants. 

Annual ryegrass didn’t work out so well. One thing I did in year two was to add a planter applied soil insecticide at corn 

planting time to reduce the insect problems. With that in 2007, my yield responses were all equal — meaning corn yield 

was equal after wheat stubble, winter pea or annual ryegrass as the cover crop. 

 

The other goal of a cover crop is to potentially provide nitrogen for the next crop. In our Tri-State Fertilizer Recommen-

dations for Corn, Soybean, Wheat and Alfalfa there is the suggestion that annual legumes (grown for less than one year) 

provide about 30 pounds of nitrogen per acre to the next crop — the same expectation as after soybeans. My goal was to 

produce 75 pounds of nitrogen, thinking that would be a good goal. So I designed the trial with nitrogen rate increments 

of zero, 75 or 150 units of nitrogen in the corn grown after the various cover crops. I then conducted the trial for five 

years collecting the yield of corn grown after that winter pea cover crop. My results didn’t show much in the way on ni-

trogen produced — yields were 160 bushels per acre for corn after wheat with 150 units of N or 130 bushels per acre af-

ter winter pea with 75 units of N. 

 

So at least in Ohio trials over this five-year period, winter pea was not able to deliver 75 pounds of nitrogen to the corn 

crop. From my observations they may be able to produce 30 pounds, similar to what we would expect after soybeans and 

as noted in the Tri-State Fertilizer Recommendations. 

 

I did observe much improved soil conditions after winter pea; this made for a great no till seedbed for corn 

Cover Crop Options After Wheat 

Pickaway SWCD Conservation News 
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Pickaway Soil & 
Water Conservation 

District 

WE WANT YOU! 

 

110 Island Road 

Suite D 

Circleville, Ohio 43113 

Phone: 740-477-1693 

www.pickawayswcd.org 

Pickaway Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

Sign-Up Form 

Method of Payment 

Check 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Corporate Member 

Steward of the Land 

Soil & Water Protector 

Future Conservationist 

Total: 

$250.00 

Price 

$100.00 

$30.00 

$10.00 

Cash 

To be an Affiliate Member of the  

Pickaway Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Pickaway SWCD provides assistance to hundreds of children and adults 

throughout its Education Programs at no charge.  

This year we will be starting a memorial scholarship for graduating 

Pickaway County Seniors that will be majoring in a Natural Resources 

field. 

By becoming a affiliate member you would be helping to make  these 

things possible. 
 

Corporate Member 
$250.00 

For Your Contribution You Get: 
Two Complimentary 

Annual Meeting Tickets 
Recognition at September Annual Meeting 

Recognition in “Conservation News” 
Recognition on District Web Site 
A High Quality Framed Certificate 

Steward of the Land 
$100.00 

For Your Contribution You Get: 
A Complimentary 

 Annual Meeting Ticket 
Recognition at  

September Annual Meeting 
Recognition in “Conservation News” 

Recognition on District Web Site 
A Certificate of Appreciation 

Soil & Water Protector 
$30.00 

For Your Contribution You Get: 
Recognition at September Annual Meeting 

Recognition in “Conservation News” 
Recognition on District Web Site 

Future Conservationist 
(Student) 

$10.00 
For Your Contribution You Get: 

Recognition at September Annual Meeting 
Recognition in “Conservation News” 

Recognition on District Web Site 
Eligible to apply for SWCD Scholarship 
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Pickaway Soil & Water Conservation District 
Phone: 740-477-1693   Fax: 740-477-3327   Website: http://pickawayswcd.org 

Board of Supervisors 

Belinda Aukeman 

Bill Black 

Steve Hawkins 

Barbara Martindale 

Devin Weller 

All programs, services and assistance provided by the Pickaway SWCD are available to everyone without regard to race, creed, color, handicap, sex, age, or national origin. 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

SWCD Staff 

Ashley Clark,  Education  Specialist 

Doug Kohli, District Technician 

Aaron Mosley, District Technician 

Tawn Seimer, District Administrator 

Lyndsay Shaffer, District Technician 

Natural Resources Conservation Services Staff 
, District Conservationist 

J. Robert Skidmore, Civil Engineering Technician 

Phil Roe, Agriculture Conservation Experienced Service Enrollee 

Pheasants Forever 
Seth Rankin, Farm Bill Biologist 

Mark Your Calendar 
   

 

 

 

 

                 August 18th-Board of Supervisors Meeting-7:30 am 

August 26th-OSUE and PSWCD Field Day-10-2 

September 7th-Office Closed in Observance of Labor Day 

September 15th-Board of Supervisors Meeting-7:30 am 

September 18th-Ag Day-10-2 

October 20th-Board of Supervisors Meeting-7:30 am 

November 5th-71st Annual Meeting and Supervisors Election 

 

Affiliate Members 
Corporate Members-C. Randal and Cindy Metzger, Farm Credit Mid-America, Pickaway Farms, The Savings Bank 

Steward of The Land-Drummond General Partnership, A. Gabriel Farms, Hartsock Ag. 

Soil and Water Protector-Wisehart Farms, Shaw Family Farms 

Pickaway SWCD Conservation News 

Visit us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/PickawaySoilandWater 


